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ANALYSIS | MOORE’S DEFEAT 


Alabama race 
holds lessons 


for both sides 


Democrats celebrating boost, but 
GOP also has reasons to be happy 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 


Audra Melton/The New York Times 
A supporter of Roy Moore attended an 
Election Night event in Montgomery, Ala. 
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EDITORIAL: “Alabama’s Decision,” 10A 


tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — The defeat of Senate 
nominee Roy Moore in Alabama left Demo- 
crats giddy, with visions of a landslide in 2018 


dancing in their heads. In Texas, some began 


salivating at a sign of cracks in the Republican 


stranglehold and the prospect of ousting Sen. 
Ted Cruz next year. 
But they shouldnt get too excited about 


See IMPACT Page 2A 


JUVENILE DETENTION 


D DALLASNEWS 


Abbott requests 
probe of lockups 


Governor wants new 
inquiry after reports of 
violence, sexual abuse 


By LAUREN McGAUGHY 


Austin Bureau 
Imcgaughy@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Gov. Greg 
Abbott has asked the Texas 
Rangers to investigate the 


state’s juvenile lockups after 
reports of widespread sexual 
abuse, drug use and violence 
raised serious questions 
about the safety of staff and 
youthful offenders. 

On Wednesday, Abbott 
sent letters to Department of 
Public Safety Director Ste- 
ven McCraw and Camille 
Cain, the newly named head 


of the Texas Juvenile Justice 
Department, asking them to 
address problems in the lock- 
ups. The request was made af- 
ter The Dallas Morning News 
reported detailed accounts 
of sexual misconduct, vio- 
lence and drug use in the fa- 
cilities, including allegations 


See GOVERNOR Page 9A 
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BUSINESS 


Consumers to feel 
latest Fed rate hike 


The Fed is raising its key 
interest rate and shrinking 
its bond portfolio, steps 
that could lead over time 
to higher loan rates for 
consumers and busi- 
nesses. 2D 


Also: Texas continues to 
have one of the nation’s 
hottest solar markets, 
trailing only Nevada and 
North Carolina. 1D 


WORLD 


Doctors save baby 
with rare condition 


Surgeons in Britain have 
saved the life of a baby 
girl who was born with 
her heart outside her 
body as a result of a rare 
condition. 8A 


NATION 


Newtown still 
grieves after 5 years 


Five years after a gunman 
killed 20 first-graders and 
six adults at Sandy Hook 
Elementary, the town of 
Newtown still struggles 
with its grief. 4A 


Woman to succeed 
Franken in Senate 


Minnesota Lt. Gov. Tina 
Smith will replace Al 
Franken in the U.S. Sen- 
ate, Gov. Mark Dayton 
announces. 4A 


SPORTSDAY 


Things are looking 
up for Mean Green 


UNT has enjoyed a string 
of successes for its foot- 
ball program as it looks 
ahead to the New Orleans 
Bowl on Saturday. 1C 


Football great 
Tommy Nobis dies 


Tommy Nobis, a hard- 
hitting linebacker who 
helped the University 

of Texas win a national 
championship in 1963 and 
went on to play with the 
Atlanta Falcons, dies at 
age 74. 7C 
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TEA, districts offer look at principal tenure 


EDUCATION 


First stats find urban 
school leaders often 
are most experienced 


By EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writer 
eayala@dallasnews.com 


Principals at public 
schools average nearly 20 
years of experience in Texas 
and have been on the job 
in their current districts for 
about 12 years. 

Urban schools, such as 
Dallas and Fort Worth, tend- 
ed to have the most experi- 
enced leaders, while charter 
schools had the most inexpe- 
rienced. 

That’s according to a new 
annual report from the Texas 


Principal experience in Texas schools 
This is the first year the Texas Education Agency released data 


Vernon Bryant/Staff Photographer 
Principal Aimee Lewis gives McKenzie Elementary second grader Carla Puente, 7, a hug at the Mesquite school. 
Lewis has been a principal in the Mesquite school district for 16 years and has worked in the district for 28 years. 


Impact of longevity 


Advocates say consistent 
campus leadership is key. 


on how experienced campus leaders are in public schools. 
Here’s a look at how many years principals have been in schools. 


Median tenure 


District type Median experience in district 
Major urban 20.3 M 15.7 
Other central city 207 i, 13.3 
Major suburban 20 E 10.7 
Independent town 9.2 11.8 
Non-metro districts 19.2 D 9 
Rural 18.4 M 5.7 
Charters 12.5 M 4 


NOTE: Other central-city ISDs are non-metro areas. Independent towns are in 
counties with 25,000 to 99,999 residents. Some charters had reporting issues. 


Education Agency, which for 
the first time is requiring ad- 
ministrators to report that 
data to state officials to give 
parents — and the public — 
better insight into who's run- 


Staff Graphic 


ning their public schools. 
Studies have long suggest- 
ed that principals play one of 
the biggest roles in student 
success because they drive so 
many decisions at schools. 


Principals can significantly 
impact the overall environ- 
ment of a school, which could 
either attract good teachers 
or drive them away. 

But few studies have been 
able to take a deep look into 
just how much impact princi- 
pal longevity has on a school 
because such tenure data 
wasn't routinely tracked. 

“Principals are like the 
head coach,” said Archie 
McAfee, executive director 
for the Texas Association of 
Secondary Schools Principals. 
“If they get enough W’s, they 
are celebrated and get credit 


See URBAN Page 9A 


WASHINGTON 


GOP 
touts 
deal on 


tax bill 


Democrats deride 
announcement, call 
process a mockery 


By TOM BENNING 


Washington Bureau 
tbenning@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — Repub- 
licans offered Wednesday what 
could amount to their closing 
arguments in favor of a $1.5 
trillion tax revamp that’s un- 
like anything Congress has 
produced in more than three 
decades. 

President Donald Trump, 
using the White House's bully 
pulpit, touted the prospect of 
“one of the biggest pieces of 
legislation ever signed.” The 
GOP-heavy conference com- 
mittee hosted its only public 
meeting on a plan that Texas 
Rep. Kevin Brady, the House’s 
top tax writer, called “historic.” 

And Republican leaders 
from the House and Senate an- 
nounced that a pact had been 
struck to reconcile their com- 
peting bills, setting off a flurry of 
leaks over what deals were made. 

“So many people have said 
that tax reform couldnt be 
done,” said Texas Sen. John 
Cornyn, the Senate’s No. 2 Re- 
publican who is also a member 
of the conference committee. 
“Today, I’m glad to say that 
those naysayers were wrong.” 

The tentative GOP agree- 
ment on Wednesday offered 
the most grist about an effort 
that provides deep cuts to the 
business world while also giv- 
ing most Americans relief — at 
least early on. 


See GOP Page 3A 


MYANMAR 


Rohingya women, girls recount brutal, systematic rapes 


Doctors group has 
treated more than 100, 
including a 9-year-old 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


UKHIA, Bangladesh — 
The newlyweds were asleep in 
their home in western Myan- 
mar in June when seven sol- 


diers charged in. 

The woman, a Rohingya 
Muslim who agreed to be iden- 
tified by her first initial, F, knew 
enough to be terrified. She knew 
the military had been attack- 
ing Rohingya villages as part of 
what the United Nations has 
called ethnic cleansing in the 
mostly Buddhist nation. She had 
heard just days before that sol- 


diers had killed her parents and 
that her brother was missing. 

Now they had come for 
her. The men bound her hus- 
band with rope and tied her 
scarf around his mouth. They 
yanked off her jewelry and tore 
off her clothes. They threw her 
to the floor, and the first soldier 
began to rape her. 

She struggled against him, 


Al 


Sent by: rstumpf@dallasnews.com News 


but four men held her down and 
beat her with sticks. Her hus- 
band finally wriggled the gag out 
of his mouth and screamed. 

And then she watched as a 
soldier fired a bullet into the 
chest of the man she had mar- 
ried only one month before. An- 
other soldier slit his throat. 

Her mind grew fuzzy. When 
the soldiers were finished, they 


12-14-2017 Set: 00:05:50 


dragged her outside and set her 
bamboo house ablaze. 

It would be two months be- 
fore she realized she was preg- 
nant. 

The rape of Rohingya wom- 
en by Myanmar’s security forces 
has been sweeping and method- 
ical, according to interviews 


See RAPES Page 6A 


